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CLUB MEETING DAYS
2008

Its been a while since our last newsletter sodbexiting news to pass on.

Blue Lagoon Getaway Weekend Camp.

We have just had our second and very successfulahnveekend camp at Blue
Lagoon at Dodges Ferry. A big thankyou to all witereded and joined in the fun,
especially to the four ladies from Fantasy FaboisatCloth Dolls Club in
Launceston — Rosemary Jack, Chris Turner, Diaritep@an and Gaynor Burk. It
was great to have them along and to get to knowm thdittle better, as well as two
of our club members, Pearl and Kim, joining ustfa first time — twelve ladies in
total. Once again our Lucky Dips were very popaad great fun with all sorts of
goodies finding their way to a happy new owner. pimedolls were just great!

We didn‘'t have any specific projects to work orstlgear, except the twig fairy-
style chair on Sunday morning which turned outeddis of fun and very creative.
Some wonderful, and | must say, most uncomfortdbtking chairs resulted,
however, | don'’t think the little elves and fairiedl complain too much! After the
group of market-goers got back from Sorell theywesse inspired to make one or
two chairs of their own and very soon there wasrtal ‘forest’ of chairs of all
shapes and sizes. The camp managers daughteraRobjpined the fun and soon
had three little chairs for her teddy bears. Wedhdlaat she went out ‘spotlighting’
that night, looking for more interesting lookingits@ and bits to make even more
chairs at home. Marvellous what you can createbatfew bits of twisted willow,
gumnuts, lichen and a hot glue gun!

Apart from the chairs, the rest of the weekend ta#en up working on our own
projects — some knitting, doing cross-stitch oistiing/starting new dolls in front
of the big log fire. | was pleased to at last fimaff one doll and almost one more,
as well as finishing a cute little furry bunny 4 afl which | started quite some time
ago. The weather stayed bright and sunny and we aeclunch out on the deck on
Sunday — well it was easier than clearing awayoatl unfinished chair branches
and associated mess from our dining tables! A wallthe beach helped some of
us to burn off a few of the calories we no doubtemgiling on with all that great
food that kept appearing for us. On the Sunday ®&lpdd Chris to celebrate her
birthday (74) with a chocolate ripple cake, toppeith a sparkler, and made
especially for her by Alison our cook and camp nggma

Our_Dolls for_Africa project yielded thirty lovely play dolls, most neaty our
members from their own stash of materials, but @so came in from three
porcelain dolimakers, members of the Hobart DallbC Norma Ebsworth, Lyn
Inglish and Margaret Prettyman. A big, big thankuyto everyone — they are all
wonderful and I'm sure will be very loved by thegw owners.
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Three glass showcases have been booked dispéay of our work at the Rosny Library from Monday ¢
August 25th through till Monday 1st September. Tikithe week following the Hobart Doll Show andeagyv
us an opportunity to show library visitors how ttraft of making soft sculpture cloth dolls has eed into =
the wonderful pastime that we all love so much. Pl
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Our Doll-in-a-Box Round Robin is going very

an excellent choice to show us all how to achieve

well with everyone getting anxious to see how this with her extensive expertise as a dressmaker.

their little doll has fared on his/her journey.

Last month. when the boxes were being re as-

There are eleven boxes doing the rounds and so signed to their next 'friend’,

some ladies were a

far we have had the arms added, and then the little reluctant to let them go on as they had
legs and last month was the dressing. Some of formed quite an attachment to them and would
our ladies have said that they are finding it quite have liked to kept them for themselves!

a challenge — especially when deciding on what

size the arms or legs should be and what pattern However, we are now up to doing the hair and
they should use! And then there was the ques- maybe adding a hat. Almost done. Another month

tion of how the little one should be dressed
and justhowto make everything fit properly!

- more will be needed to add some embellishing, a
few final touches and maybe spruce up the little

journals that have been keeping company with the
Dianne Ward has suggested that we have a club dolls. It will be a fun day and very exciting when
day on how to make doll clothes and how to get at last all is finally revealed and our new little

them to fit correctly. [ think Dianne would be

friends come back to their original owners.

Jill Maas Workshop 8th — 9th November

We feel very lucky and excited to have Jill Maas
coming over from New Zealand to conduct a
two-day workshop for us. We are able to do this
as Jill's airfares will be shared with Geelong's
cloth doll club, The Trolley Dollies who have ar-
ranged for two workshops in the following week.
My thanks to Mary Connolly, their workshop
manager, for all her co-operation and assistance
in helping to bring this about. We've been in
regular contact via e-mail over a number of
months working out the finer details.

Jill will arrive in Hobart on Thursday 6th Novem-
ber in good time to start her workshop on Satur-
day 8th. She will be able to teach two of her very
unique “Slightly Weathered Ladies” during the
class. One will be the lady with the little poodle
dog featured on the home page of her website,
(www.slightlyweatheredladies.com). The other
has yet to be decided on but they will both be
‘workshop only’ dolls and not yet available as
pattern packs. Jill will, however, be bringing

some of her patterns for sale.

Most of her dolls are made from doll velour and
arrangements are in place to order some in for
us to buy from the trade table. There is a very
nice colour called ‘doll face pink‘ which we will
be getting. Most of her dolls need aboutseof/

a metre but we will have extra supplies available
for anyone wanting to make more dolls.

If you would like to be included in this work-
shop, please put your name dowaw, as it
would be a real shame to miss out on our first
international visit from such an acclaimed doll-
maker. Costs are not yet finalised but are ex-
pected to be in the range of between $100 —
$110, depending on final running costs and the
numbers participating. Part payments on a ‘lay-
away’ system are being taken now to help make
it easier for you.

A visit to Narryna Folk Museumin Hampton Road, Battery Point. Arrangementsatend for our club to visit
the lovely olde world home of one of Hobart’s eaéttlers known as Narryna. It had been planneduoe but
now has been re-scheduled for September. We wi#t heorning tea there and will be privileged to biedo see
some of their precious items not usually on dispsagh as laces, needlework, clothing and of codioiie. Costs
will be $12.00 per person. Afterwards we have haeited to go to Jan McLeod's lovely home in Lensdiley
to see her fabulous collection of dollhouses andahires, and can have our normal meeting day theme wish.
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2008 Craft and Quilt Fair June 27-29
The Craft Fair this year will only be held over
three days and the opening hours have also beg
shortened to 10am — 4.00pm. Our club will have a
Feature Display area (which | am hoping will be
located on the main trading floor), so we will need
lots of dolls for display. We will run a Craft
Circle workshop from 11.00am daily. Kits will be

$10.00 each. Lovely dolls have been made for ouf

raffle by Pam Coleman — a blue and white Ice
Dragon, and an Ice Fairy by Dianne Ward. A BIG
thankyou to both of them. They are both
gorgeous.

We'll also need the ladies manning the stand tg
please bring items suitable for demonstrating

with, such as finger turning, needle-sculpting,|’

stuffing etc or even showing how we use freezer
paper for pattern layouts.

These ladies have offered to help out on the roste
Many thanks to all of them. Pick up your passes a
the door and get your name crossed off.
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There will be plenty of time during the day to
shop and look around the Fair.

Friday Dianne W Mary
Helen Nikki
Pearl Kim
Saturday Sybil Dianne W
Mary Jan R
Kim Sharon
Sunday Pearl Dianne W
Mary Rosie
Kim Marjorie

Hobart Doll Show Sat 23rd — Sun 24th August

The Hobart Doll show is not far away and
entry forms are already out. The theme is “At
the Ball” and dolls entered in the theme can
gain additional bonus points. Entries must be
taken to the hall on Wednesday 20th August
between 12 noon and 7pm, unless you bring
them along to club-day on the 17th. Cloth doll
classes remain the same as last year. Chris
Turner will be our judge again after a break of
about 3 years. We'll need volunteers to help
sell goods and run our stall over the weekend.

Bus Trip to Craft Fair at the Casino

Our trip to Launceston’s Country Club Casino
was very successful and most enjoyable.

Eight of us piled into a drive-yourself mini-bus

and set off from North Hobart at 8.00am with

Helen driving. A few stops later to pick up four

more ladies, and we were on our merry way. It
was great to have two ladies from the Hobart
Doll Club, Lyn and Julie, as well as Cnythia

from the Spinners and Weavers Guild join us.
Lyn also shared some of the driving with Helen
who did a marvellous job, especially with all the
noise and hilarity that was going on behind her.
We stopped in Campbell Town for morning tea
and were soon back on the road.

It was lovely to catch up with some of the girls
from Fantasy Fabricators who had a wonderful
display of their work and recent challenge dolls.
Of course there was lots of wonderful things
singing out “Buy me, buy me!!” | found some
lovely ribbons and braid that | haven’t seen any-
where else, and I'm hoping that | was able to
talk the lady into having a stall at this year’'s
Hobart Doll Show.
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A Reticule was a small fabric purse popular in thé"19 ‘sunkis * or ‘sukkhos’, so they have a long history
C. Before then women carried their things in posket
sewn into their dresses or attached to their waistb,
but as the styles changed and full skirts becamee mo
streamlined, it became harder to hide a pocket. ¥om
began carrying reticules. They were often decorate
with beads, embroidery and other trimmings.

Gloveskeep the hands warm, protect them from harsh
environments and are an integral element of fashion
Besides being practical and pretty, gloves have had
many symbolic meanings over the centuries. Throwing
down of a glove at someone’s feet signified a chal-
lenge, and for a time, wearing gloves represented
Miser Bags In the 1800’s long narrow miser’'s bags wealth and power. Giving a glove was the same\as gi
with a long slender middle were a popular typea@hc ing your hand in love, challenge or an agreement.
purse. They were usually knitted or crocheted. &her
was a slit opening in the slender middle with onén®
metal rings that slid down to hold the coins incglaThe
bags had no handles and were made to be eithay slu
over a belt or waistband or held in the hand. Thmen
‘miser’'s bag’ arose because only two fingers wditld
in to retrieve the money once the ring was slid piace

to close it.

Scarveshave been worn around the neck for centuries
and are said to be the forerunner of the neckte T
Orators of Ancient Rome wore them to keep their
voice-boxes warm and functioning. Scarves didnt be
come high fashion until the mid 17thC, when thea:ro
tian army marched into Paris wearing colourful gear
around their necks. King Louis XIV fell in love it
the scarves which were much more comfortable to
The Zori is a traditional Japanese sandal with a flat sol¢ wear than the fashionable collars of the time.

made from woven tatami and rubber. Tatami is a wove
mat or cloth that has a reed cover, straw middi@ an
cloth edging. Zoris are held on the foot with ahéged
strap between the toes similar to present day thong

The T-shirt, named after it's shape, became popular
with the troops in WW1 as an article of comfortable
underwear. Printing and dying of T-shirts begathi
1960’s and are now modern day icons.

Rubber-soled canvas shoeare a fairly recent fashion.
In the mid 1800's Charles Goodyear invented vulcan
ised rubber, originally to make waterproof mailbhags
Soon it was found was that it was perfect for stales.
Only the rich could afford such shoes at first dnely
were worn for croquet and tennis. By the late 1800’
prices had become reasonable and they were sellir
well. People began to call these shoes sneakeraube
no-one could hear you coming when you wore them
They've also been called felonies, creepers, gussho
gymshoes, trainers, tennis shoes, daps, athletessh
and plimsolls. Today many are simply known by thei
brand names. By whatever name, the rubber soled ca
vas shoe is definitely entrenched in today's fashio
world.

Knitting has been around for so long that no-one
“knows it's exact origins. The earliest piece obtknit-
ting that we have today is a pair of liturgical s ex-
cavated in Egypt. These were worn by bishops from
600-800AD. Three fragments of fabric that appear to
have been knitted from before 256AD (made with ei-
ther Eastern cross-stitch knitting or nal-bindimnggre
found in an excavation on the site of the ancieiyt c
of Dura-Europus in Syria. Nalbinding, (single needl
knitting) is an ancient form of knitting done with
large sewing needle and a short length of yarneSer
of yarn loops are made with the knitters thumb. Whe
the length of yarn is almost used up, another lengt
must be spliced onto the end.

Umbrellas were originally used for protection from
the harsh rays of the sun. The Thai word ‘rum’ ngean
both umbrella and shade. The Latin root for umhrisli
‘'umbra’, meaning shade. Parasol comes from the
French ‘parare’ meaning shield, and ‘sol’ meaniag.s

In ancient times in Egypt, China, India, Greece and
Rome, large umbrellas were used to protect rulers
when they went outside. The traditional paper utidre
of China although beautiful and fragile looking as
butterflies wing is actually quite sturdy, and qano-
tect its owner from the harsh rays of the sun ded t

Bobby socks became popular in the USA during
WW11. due to a shortage of nylon, most of which twen
into the production of parachutes. Hosiery wasceao
girls began wearing short ankle-length bobby soBks.
the 1950's they were all the rage. Bobby socks wer:
named from the word ‘bob’, meaning to cut shortesr
shape. The word ‘sock’ comes from the Middle Erglis
'socke’ which is derived from the Olde English ‘sbc
meaning a light shoe. Socc, comes from the Latirdwo
'soccus’ which possibly comes from the Greek words




